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KALEOS, STOP! 
YOURE CRAZH! 


THE FOOL! HE CHOSE 

TO PERISH IN THE 
NOTHINGNESS 

RATHER THAN SAVE 


COME BACK, 
KALEOS! 


IT IS HOW IT 1S, ALAS, MY 
BROTHERS. THE PRIEST-KING 
WILL HAVE TO CHOOSE ANOTHER 
HUSBAND FOR DIVINE ARACHNEA 

FROM AMONG US, __< 


THE SEA IS GETTING 
ROUGH. WE'RE IN FOR 
A STORM. 


I'M AFRAIO 50, 
ANO ITLL BE UPON 
US IN A FEW 
MINUTES. 


NO CHOICE — WE'LL HAVE TO 
ABANDON THE OTHER BOAT. 
WE CAN'T MANOEUVRE WITH 
Ir IN TOW. TAKE THE 

TILLER, AARICIA. 


HO, BOYS! COME OVER TO. 


YS QUICKLY. I HAVE TO cuT THE 


ROPE BEFORE THE STORM 
HITS US! 


THE BOAT! 


mi 


WE'LL CATCH UP 
TO YOU aa THE OTHER 


THE OTHER BOAT... 
IOONT SEE Ir ANY 
MORE... 


Way WE'LL CATCH UP LATER — f Ti O, MIGHTY AEGIR, GOD OF THE SEA, 
t I TOLD YOU TO LIE COWN, WHO GAVE ME MY NAME, PLEASE, 
WOLFCUB! IG OF YOU, SPARE MY LOVED’ 
ONES FROM YOUR FURY... 


OF COURSE NOT, 
WOLFCUB. IT WASNT 
YOUR FAULT. IT WAS 

AN ACCIDENT. 


COME HERE. 
TLL WARM 


AARICIA, SOLAN, OF COURSE WE WILL. 
OAREK, LEHLA... THEY CAN'T HAVE 
WILL WE SEE ‘ . GONE FAR. 
THEM AGAIN? 


LOON'T KNOW, 
SWEETHEART. 
I HOPE NOT. 


WHAT ABOUT MUFF? 
00 YOU THINK HE 
OROWNEO? 


I'M SURE HE MADE IT TO 
THE OTHER BOAT. DONT 
WORRY ABOUT HIM. 


POOR MUFF. HE 
WAS 80 NICE... 


THE WINO’S DROPPED’ ANO YET WE'RE MOV- 


ALTOGETHER NOW. ING... WE'RE BEING 
THE CALM AFTER PULLED BY A 
THE STORM. CURRENT. 


A BIG CLOUD 
LANDED ON THE SEA. 


ARE WE GOING. I'0 RATHER AVOID 
INTO THE cLOUO? | TT, BUT THE CURRENT, 
hi IS TAKING US 


REEFS! WE MUST BE 

NEAR LANO! BETWEEN THE 
FOG ANO THE CURRENT, 
THOUGH, I HAVE NO WAY 
TO STEER... 


o 


I DONT KNOW, WOLF- 
CUB. SOMEONE WHO 
HAO AN ACCIOENT. 


HE MUST HAVE 
FALLEN FROM THE 
TOP OF THIS CLIFF 
HERE. AT LEAST 

IT SHOWS THE 
COAST IS 
INHABITED. 


+ 


BUT THERE'S NOTHING ») 
MORE WE CAN 00 IT PROBABLY EXPLAINS THE J 
TODAY. NIGHT IS FOG BANK. IT'S NOT FOG — ye 
COMING. IT'S STEAM RISING FROM 2 

THE SURFACE. a 


THORGAL, OID YOU 
FEEL HOW HOT THE 
SEA WAS? 


Io!o0. 


'5 STRANGE... 


WE'LL FINO A WAY TO LEAVE 
THIS COVE ANDO SEARCH OUT 
SOMETHING TO EAT. 


YOU ARE GUILTY OF THE 
WORST CRIME THAT CAN BE 
COMMITTED IN THIS 
LAND, MATKA... 
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KALEOS HAD BEEN CHOSEN TO HONOUR’ 
OUR BELOVED GUARDIAN GODDESS, 
ANO YOU HELPED HIM ESCAPE. WE OWE 
HER EVERYTHING, ANO YOU HAVE 
GRIEVOUSLY OFFENDED HER... 


YOU PUT OUR COMMUNITY YER 
AT RISK, IN OANGER OF J 
SUFFERING OUR BENE- / 


VOLENT ARACHNEA’S 
TERRIGLE WRATH. Me 
Q 


THEREFORE IT SHALL BE 
SHE WHO DECIDES YOUR 
FATE. TAKE HER TO THE 
GATE TO THE LOWER 
KINGOOM! 
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SUSTICE IS DONE — GLORY BE TO 
OVINE ARACHNEA! TOMORROW, I WILL 
SELECT THE ONE WHO SHALL HAVE THE 

HONOUR ANO JOY OF BEING WED TO 

THE PROTECTOR OF OUR LANO. GO IN 
PEACE, MY BROTHERS. 
= —— 


TSR 
ay f at Le 


THORGAL, THEY'RE HANG ON TO MY 


COMING. I'M SHOULDERS, WOLFCUB. 
LET'S TRY ANO CLIMB 


KEEP CALM ANDO 

HOLO ON TIGHT, }~ 
‘S\ SWEETHEART. DON'T 

WORRY — WE'LL 
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fe 
CAE 
SS) 


Ki 


Irs IMPOSSIBLE 
TO TELL HOW FAR 
THE TOP IS. 


AT THE BACT 


THERE’S NO FOG 
INSIOE. AND THERE'S 


K. 


COME OUT OF I 


THIS CAVE. IT 
COULO BE 
OANGE... 


THORGAL, 
WHAT'S: 
HAPPENING? 


THORGAL, I'M 
SCARED. GET ME 
OUT, PLEASE. 


I OONT KNOW... 
LOON'T UNDERSTAND... 
THIS IS SORCERY... 


LISTEN, SWEETHEART, YOU 7 f YOU'RE GOING TO 
STAY RIGHT HERE AND I'LL / K LEAVE ee 
GO ANO LOOK FOR HELP. I'M 
BOUND TO FIND SOMEONE 
UP THERE WHO'LL KNOW HOW 
TO STOP THIS DEVILRY. BUT 
OON'T GO ANY DEEPER INTO 
THIS ACCURSED CAVE, 
RIGHT? 
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THIS BLACK SOIL 
SEEMS FERTILE. AND 
T'S WARM, LIKE THE 

SEA WAS. 


THESE BUSHES ARE OBVIOUSLY 
CULTIVATED. WHICH MEANS THESE 
FAT BERRIES MUST BE EDIBLE. 


HMMM... DELICIOUS! I FORGOT 
HOW HUNGRY ANO THIRSTY 
IWAS. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE 


SOME BACK TO... 


LEAVE THE 
GRAPEVINES 


WHO ARE YOU? I'VE NEVER 
SEEN YOU IN OUR LAND. 

ARE YOU A DEMON FROM 
THE LOWER KINGDOM? 


qj 


AGROUNO ON THE 


A 


UNDERSTAND A WORD OF WHAT 
YOU'RE SAYING. AND STAY BACK! 
I'M NOT AFRAIO OF YOU, FOR 
BELOVED ARACHNEA PROTECTS 
US FROM LOWER KINGDOM 
DEMONS. 


REEFS AT THE 
FOOT OF THE 
CLIFF ANDO... 


I'M NOT A DEMON. I AM 
AMAN, LIKE YOU, LIKE 
YOUR PARENTS... 


YOU'RE LYING! I SAW 
YOU COME OUT OF THE 
MISTS OF NOTHING- 
NESS, WHERE NO MAN, 
2 CAN SURVIVE. 4 
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LISTEN, KIO... MY 

LITTLE GIRL IS STUCK 
INSIDE A CAVE IN THE 
CLIFF. I NEEO HELP, 
ANO QUICK. WHERE'S IX 
YOUR VILLAGEP 


TAKE ME TO. 
ARACHNOPOLIS, 
TH 


OUMB. WHERE DO 


STOP PLAYING 
YOU LIVE? 
I vive IN 


HNOPOLIS, 
LIKE EVERIONE 
else. ok 


ITOLO YOU ALREADY: 
MY NAME IS THORGAL. I 
CAME FROM THE NORTH 

WITH MY FAMILY. 


THAT — THE NORTH? 
EVERYONE KNOWS: 
THERE'S NOTHING 

BEYOND THE MISTS 


OF COURSE THERE 5, THERE'S 
THE SEA, AND BEYOND THE 
SEA ARE OTHER LANDS, 
OTHER COUNTRIES, 


\¢ 


AFRAIO. IF YOU'RE 
NOT A DEMON, WHO 
ARE YOUP 


YOU'RE LYING. OUR 
PRIEST-KING TOLD US: 

THERE IS NOTHING. 
NOTHING BUT OEATH. WE'RE 
FOR6IODEN FROM GOING 
NEAR THE MISTS. THOSE 
WHO ENTER THEM MEET 
THEIR DEATH. 


HERE WE GO AGALN.. 
THIS PLACE, WHERE 

We ARE, 0029 IT 
HAVE A NAME? 
omg WELL, I'S 

CALLED OUR 


OF COURSE. WELL, I HOPE 
TLL FINO PEOPLE A BIT MORE 
EDUCATED THAN YOU ARE IN 
YOUR VILLAGE, MY BOY. 


I GIVE Up... WHAT'S THE NAME 

OF THIS COUNTRY? ARE WE 
ON AN ISLANO OR THE 
CONTINENT? 
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COUNTRY? ISLAND? 
CONTINENT? ONCE AGAIN, 
I OON'T UNDERSTAND 
YOUR WORDS. 


WHY 00 YOU WANT TO HURT MEP I LOVE ALL 
ANIMALS, YOU KNOW. I SPEAK TO THEM AND 
MS) THEY ANSWER. WHY WON'T YOU ANSWER MEP 


1) Fann) 
Pea (Boal 2. 
ws 


WON 


, e ( 


GO AWAY! 
LEAVE THIS CHILD 
ALONE! ANO YOU, 


q N 4 
STOP! _ Jal 4 \ I GIRL, COME 


YOU HAVE. 
NOTHING TO FEAR 
ANY MORE. COME. 
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j ne 


HE SAYS HIS NAME IS 
THORGAL ANO HE COMES FROM 
1 CALLED NORTH. HE CAME 


RING 1@ 
OUR GRAPEVINES. iy 


HALT! GO NO 
FURTHER. WHO IS 
THIS STRANGER? Ay 


aU ih Vee 
ae yar ve 
USHARW dese 
4} SS | 


A 


STOP! I'M NOT 
A OEMON! I'M A MAN, 
LIKE YOU... STOP! 
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DY! etc 
NAPS 8 
O39 
eg 


GO,NOW. THIS MAN, SO 
WHOEVER OR WHATEVER HE 
15, IS IN THE CUSTOOY OF 
THE PRIESTS OF ARACHNEA. 
J} YOU HAVE NOTHING MORE_4 
FEAR All 


Y | PRIEST, BELOVED 
OF OUR LAN 
. 


PEOPLE, I CAN FINALLY EXPLAIN WHAT 
HAPPENED TO ME. MY Cautes ene 


STEP INTO 
THIS ROOM. 


AY YOU'RE NOT LISTENING 
3 TO ME. I'M TELLING 
YOU I NEED HELP. MY 
LITTLE GIRL 15 HELD 
INSIDE A... 
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BY THE HAMMER OF THOR, MAD! THEYRE REI) THEY ONT KNOW WHAT 
LISTEN TO Me! ALL I WANT erent Reon ional oF sexe wo 
pep eRe aad ROH HAT RETR WORLD 

F THAT CURSED CAVE, | 
REPAIR MY BOATAND BICIRCLED BY Cures AND 


PERMANENTLY SHROUDED 
IN MIST. 


LEAVE THIS LAND... 


~ Pr ne 
ll ZEON 


YOU MUST BE ORACON, THEN? 
THE CHIEFTAIN OR KING OF THIS: 
INHOSPITABLE PEOPLE? BUT IF 
4OU KNOW ALL THAT, WHY DON'T 

YOU TELL THEM? 


WHY SHOULD I? FOR 
OVER A THOUSAND YEARS OUR 
SMALL COMMUNITY HAS LIVED 
IN PEACE ON THIS LANO, 
WITHOUT WAR, OR CRIMES, 
OR THEFTS... IN) A WARM, 
FERTILE COUNTRY. 


ae 


THEY HONESTLY 
BELIEVE THEY ARE THE 
ONLY HUMAN BEINGS 
IN THE WORLO. THAT 
EVERYTHING BEYOND 
THE MIST IS SUST 
NOTHINGNESS. THAT 
IS WHY THEY THINK 
YOU ARE A DEMON 
WHO'S TAKEN A 
HUMAN FORM. 


BUT YOU KNOW OTHERS BEFORE YOU WELL, IT'S SIMPLE, 
I'M NOT. THAT FOUNDERED ON THOSE THEN. HELP ME 
I’M MERELY A REEFS. BUT WHETHER THEY REPAIR MY BOAT 


ANO FREE MY LITILE 
GIRL, AND WE'LL 
LEAVE WITHOUT 


CASTAWAY... | OROWNEO OR DIED AT THE 
| FOOT OF THE CLIFF, NONE 

HAD SUCCEEDED IN 

{ REACHING ARACHNOPOLI: 


BEFORE. 


IMPOSSIBLE. YOUR 


DAUGHTER ENTERED 

..WHOSE BOAT ARACHNEA'S LOWER 
SMASHED AGAINST THE KINGOOM. SHE CAN 
REEFS THAT SURROUND NEVER LEAVE AGAIN. 


THE ISLANO. OF COURSE 
I KNOW. BUT I CANT TELL 
THEM — THEY WOULDN'T 
UNDERSTAND. 
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SHE OLON'T OO ANYTHING, DAMMIT! 
WOLFCUB SUST STEPPED INSIDE A CAVE 
‘IN THE CLIFF FACE, AND NOW SOME SORT 
OF INVISIBLE BARRIER IS KEEPING HER 
INSIDE. THERE HAS TO BE A WAY, A SPELL, 
TO GET HER OUT. 


THERE ARE 
NONE, MY POOR 
FELLOW. 


THE LOWER KINGOOM  \f 
HAS SEVERAL ENTRANCES, 

BUT NO EXITS. YOUR 
OAUGHTER IS 
DOOMED. 


t 
NEVER! SHOW ME ONE OF THOSE é 
ENTRANCES, GIVE ME A WEAPON), 
ANO I WILL GET HER OUT OF THERE, 
MAGICAL DOOR OR NOT. AND TO 


START WITH, WHAT EXACTLY IS THAT 
LOWER KINGDOM THAT SEEMS TO 


IT'S AN UNDERGROUND WORLD 
FILLED WITH DEMONS AND SORCERIES, 

OVER WHICH REIGNS ARACHNEA, THE 
GUARDIAN GODDESS OF OUR PEOPLE. 
THE TRUTH 15, WE KNOW NOTHING 
OF IT, FOR THOSE WHO ENTER 
ITT NEVER RETURN. 


ANO WHO 00 YOU 


SEND DOWN THERE? ARACHNEA DEMANDS THAT WE PROVIDE 


HER WITH A CONSORT TWICE A YEAR, 


AUTUMN. A MAN YOUNG ANO STRONG TO 
IMPREGNATE HER ANO GIVE HER THE 
ENERGY SHE NEEDS. 


FOR LEGEND ALSO CLAIMS THAT SHOULD 
ARACHNEA NOT SEE HER HUSBANO ARRIVE 
EXACTLY WHEN HE MUST, SHE WILL RELEASE 
THE DEMONS OF THE LOWER KINGDOM, ANO 


OUR LANO WILL SINK BENEATH THE WAVES: NO MATTER, KING ORACON. SENO 


ME INTO THAT LOWER KINGOOM, 
ANO I WILL PROVE TO YOU ALL. 
THAT A MAN CAN LEAVE IT — 

ALIVE. 


ANO HERE'S 

ME THINKING 
HUMAN SACRIFICES 
HAD GONE OUT 
OF FASHION... 


50 BE IT, 
PRESUMPTUOUS 
STRANGER. 
SINCE YOU'RE 
VOLUNTEERING... 
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TERRIFY YOU ALL SO MUCH? 


IN EXCHANGE FOR HER BLESSINGS, | 


ON THE EQUINOXES OF SPRING AND |, 


100 NOT KNOW. LEGEND 
HAS IT THAT THE GODDESS 
DEVOURS THEM AFTER CON- 
SUMMATING THEIR UNION. 
TWICE A YEAR, THEN, I MUST 
CHOOSE ONE OF OUR B04S, 
WHO HAS THE HONOUR OF 
SACRIFICING HIMSELF TO 
ENSURE THE SURVIVAL OF 
OUR LITTLE COMMUNITY. 


ANO WHAT 
HAPPENS TO 
THOSE LUCKY 

GROOMS?. 


TONIGHT IS THE NIGHT OF 
THE AND 


4OU 
SHALL BE HNEA'S 
NEXT HUSBANO! 


YOU'LL BE YOU MUST BE HUNGRY AND 
SAFE HERE. Ya. z THIRSTY. THESE FRUITS WILL 
f Nas NOURISH ANO REFRESH. 


PT 


GRAPES. THEY'RE 


VERY GOOD; 
YOU'LL SEE. 
7 AE a 
HOW PRETTY YOU ARE! < Z WOLFCUB. ANO MY A LITTLE OVER A THOUSAND YEARS AGO, 
I HAVEN'T SEEN A CHILD g FATHER'S THORGAL, ANO A YOUNG PRINCE, FLEEING HIS WAR-TORN 
IN A THOUSAND YEARS. } COUNTRY, SATLEO AWAY WITH A FEW COMPA- 
WHAT'S YOUR NAME? f 7 ] NIONS IN SEARCH OF A DISTANT LANO WHERE 
” f y Sun HE COULD LIVE IN PEACE. ON THEIR SHIP 


THEY TOOK A FEW HEADS OF LIVESTOCK, 
| SOME WHEAT SEEDS, VINE STOCKS AND 


| IHAVE, ALAS. Irs A 
LONG STORY. WOULD YOU 
LIKE ME TO TELL YOUP 


THE PRINCE'S NAME WAS é ORACON WAS A MAN OF GREAT 
ORACON. HIS WIFE HAD OLED \s) 7) 

RECENTLY, AND ALL HE HAD WAS oingaee 
HIS ONLY OAUGHTER, SERENA, 

WHOM HE ADORED, 


..FOR UPON HIS BIRTH, |* 
A SEER HAD FORESEEN 


OF AN ENCHANTED LAND, 
BUT THAT A SPIDER 
WOULD BRING TRAGEDY 
TO HIM ANO HIS PEOPLE. 
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$0, OURING THE TRIP, HE FORCED HIS CREW | 
TO HUNT ANO DESTROY EVERY SPIDER ON THE 
SHIP. AWARE OF THE PROPHECY, HIS COMPAN- 
TONS WERE ONLY TOO HAPPY TO COMPLY. 


SSF. 


"Y FINALLY, AFTER WEEKS OF WANDERING, 


THE SEAFARERS CAME ASHORE ON A 


54] LUSH, UNINHABITED ISLAND LOST IN 


THE MIOOLE OF THE OCEAN. 


THEY SETTLED THERE AFTER ORACON 
BURNED THEIR SHIP TO ENSURE NO 
SPIDER WOULD SURVIVE TO JOIN 


THEN THEY BUILT 
F| A VILLAGE, WHICH 


x} SERENAPOLIS g 
HONOUR THE LITTLE fa 
PRINCESS. 


$0 IT WAS THAT IN A FEW YEARS 
OUR LANO BECAME A PARADISE 
WHOSE PEOPLE THANKED THE 
GODS EVERY DAY. 


i 


THEY PLANTED GRAPEVINES 
ANO OLIVE TREES, AND 
RAISED THEIR HERDS ON 
ij THE GREEN GRASS OF THE 
FERTILE PASTURES. 
a pares 


HAVING GROWN UP, SERENA HAD BECOME 
A DAGGLING BEAUTY. EYES BRIGHT AS 
STARS, SKIN LIKE ALABASTER, HAIR 
GOLDEN LIKE THE SUN... SHE RADIATED 
A LIGHT THAT SEEMED ALMOST OTHER- 
WORLOL4... 


ANO OUR LANO'S IB 
SMALL COMMUNITY 4 
BEGAN TO WORSHIP 
HER LIKE A OIVINE 


THEY EVEN TOOK TO BRINGING THEIR 
YOUNG GODDESS OFFERINGS TWIce 
AYEAR, ON THE SPRING ANO AUTUMN 


B\ EQUINOXES. 


BUT DESPITE THE ADULA- 
TION OF HER PEOPLE, } 
SERENA ONLY HAD EYES 
FOR A YOUNG SHEPHERD, 
WHO HAD STOLEN HER 
HEART. 


HIS NAME WAS ELIOCLE AND, USING 
ATHOUSAND TRICKS, THETWO 
LOVERS WOULD MEET OUTSIDE THE 
VILLAGE EVERY NIGHT IN SECRET. 

z GaN” 
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WHEN ORACON FOUND OUT, HE FLEW 
INTO A BLINO RAGE AT THE THOUGHT 
THAT ANY MAN BUT HIM COULD HAVE THE 
LOVE OF HIS CHERISHED DAUGHTER. 


THEN, AFTER SPENOING THE NIGHT GETTING 
ORUNK ON WINE, HE DARED TO CALL OUT TO 
THE GO0S. HE DEMANDED THAT SERENA, WHOSE 
STUNNING BEAUTY, IN HIS MINO, COULD ONLY 
COME FROM OLVINE ESSENCE, RECEIVE THE 
IMMORTALITY SHE WAS ENTITLED TO. 


APTER LURING 
POOR ELIOCLE 
INTO A TRAP, HE 
KILLED HIM WITH ».ANO TO HIOE HIS CRIME, HE 
THREW THE UNFORTUNATE SHEPHERD'S 


HIS OWN HANDS.. 
BODY INTO A DEEP CHASM ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ISLAND. 
NO SOONER HAD ORACON UTTEREO JER THE KING'S PALACE, THE GOODS’ 
THOSE BLASPHEMOUS WORDS THAN A TEMPLES, THE HOUSES OF 
TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKE LIFTED THE SERENAPOLIS COLLAPSED, 
ENTIRE ISLANO WHILE HIGH STONE fe) ANO A DEADLY RAIN OF FLAM- 
} ING ROCKS FELL UPON THE 
{ THUS, IN MERE 


WALLS SPRANG FROM THE SEA TO 
ENCLOSE THE LANO ENTIRELY. 


TERRIFIED INHABITANTS. 
- — MOMENTS, THE WORK 
R % OF SO MANY YEARS 
OF TOIL WAS TURNED 
TO ASHES, RUINS 
ANO DESOLATION. 


WHEN DAWN CAME, A DAZED ALL HE COULD 00 WAS 
ORACON SEARCHED THE RUBBLE SCREAM IN HORROR. 
OF HIS PALACE, LOOKING FOR 

HIS BELOVED DAUGHTER. AND 

WHEN HE FINALLY FOUND HER... 
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WHY? WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


POOR SERENA HAD BEEN TURNED 
INTO AN ABOMINABLE MONSTER, 
HALF WOMAN HALF SPIOER. WHEN 
SHE SPOKE, ORACON RECOGNISED § 
THE VOICE HE'D $0 JEALOUSLY 
CHERISHED, AND COLLAPSED 

IN TEARS. 


THE GODS GRANTED ME THE 
IMMORTALITY YOU HAD THE 
ARROGANCE TO DEMAND OF 
THEM, ORACON. BUT THEY 
CONDEMNED ME TO ETERNAL 
LIFE IN THIS HIDEOUS 
GUISE, TO PUNISH YOU FOR 
YOUR CRIME AND YOUR 
BLASPHEMY. 


eae 


<3 


YOU WILL BUILD ME A TEMPLE AT THE ENTRANCE | 
TO M4 KINGDOM. ANO EVERY EQUINOX YOU WILL 
SACRIFICE A STRONG YOUNG MAN TO BE MY 
HUSBAND. AS YOU SACRIFICED THE ONE WHO 
SHOULO HAVE BEEN MINE IN MY EARTHLY LIFE. 


IWILL LIVE FOR EVER, BUT 
UNDERGROUND, WHERE YOU CAST 
THE BOOY OF MY BELOVED AFTER 
MURDERING HIM SO COWAROLY. |! 
I SHALL RULE OVER THE LOWER 
KINGOOM AS ARACHNEA! 


If 


ANO SO IT WAS. FOR A 
THOUSAND YEARS, IGNORANT 
OF THE REST OF THE WORLD, 
THE PEOPLE OF OUR LANO HAVE 
WORSHIPPED ARACHNEA BY 
SACRIFICING THE STRONGEST 
MEN OF OUR COMMUNITY TO 
HER TWICE A YEAR. 


THE GOODS ARE OFTEN 


POOR SERENA. I'S % 
NOT FAIR — SHE’ 
DONE NOTHING 
WRONG. 


UNFAIR, LITTLE WOLFCHB. 
THEY STRIKE THE INNO- 
CENTS TO BETTER PUNISH 
THE GUILTY. YOU SHOULD 
SLEEP NOW. YOU'RE 
EXHAUSTED AFTER THE 
FRIGHT YOU GOT. 
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SUCH WILL BE THE PRICE OF 
THE SURVIVAL ANO PROSPE- 
RITY OF OUR LAND, ORACON. 
ANO YOU TOO SHALL LIVE 
FOR EVER, SO THAT YOU 

MAY FEEL THE WEIGHT OF 
YOUR GRIEF AND REMORSE 
UNTIL THE ENO OF TIME. 


YOU LATER. SLEEP 
IN PEACE, CHILD. 
TUL WATCH 
OVER YOU. 


M4 BROTHERS, THIS MAN IS NOT A 
OEMON BUT HAS BEEN SENT BY THE GODS 
TO BE, ON THIS NIGHT OF THE EQUINOX, 
THE NEW HUSBANO OF OUR BELOVED 
ARACHNEA. HIS NAME IS THORGAL. 
PRAISE HIM! GLORY BE TO OUR 
GUARDIAN GODDESS! 


GOODBYE, THORGAL. I ADMIRE 
YOUR COURAGE, BUT I WON'T 
REGRET YOUR PASSING. IT 15 
BETTER FOR MY PEOPLE THAT 
THEY 00 NOT LEARN WHAT YOU 
KNOW OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD. 


OPEN THE GATES TO THE 
LOWER KINGDOM! 


[A 


NOT $0 FAST, KING 

ORACON. I'M NOT OEAD 
YET. ALTHOUGH I'LL 
NEED A WEAPON. 


WHAT FORP A WEAPON 
WOULD BE OF NO USE TO 
YOU AGAINST THE LOWER 


KINGOOM'S SORCERIES, 
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~ ... AND BEING ON GUARD. 
LADY ARACHNEA, PROVIDED’ 
SHE'S REAL, IS UNLIKELY TO 


THIS UNDERGROUND 


'ANO HERE IT BEGINS! 
WHICH WAY, THEN? IF 


LOOKS LIKE 
NOTHING'S BROKEN. 
I GOT OFF LIGHTLY. 

OTHERS WEREN'T 
$0 LUCKY. 


LET'S START BY 
OLTCHING THESE 
RAGS... 


KILL ME... 


WHO ARE YOu? Y MY... MY NAME TS FS WHY: i By KALEOS, MY FIANCE, © BUT HE DIED 
WHAT ARE YOU MATKA. ORACON HAD Fi HAD BEEN CHOSEN ek, ANYWAY, SWALLOWED 
OOING HERER, ME THROWN INTO THE ff TO BE ARACHNEA'S Vara BY THE MISTS OF 
a LOWER KINGDOM & CONSORT. I LOVED PAN NOTHINGNESS. 
LAST NIGHT. HIM. I OIONT WANT D4 sj 

= 3 HIM TO OIE, $0 

IHELPEO HIM 
ESCAPE. 


A YOUNG MAN 

WITH CURLY, FAIR 
HAIRP I SAW HIS. 
BOOY. I'M AFRAIO HE 
FELL OFF THE CLIFF. 


BUT I HAVE NO INTENTION 

OF GIVING YOUR SO-CALLED 
GODDESS HER WEDDING NIGHT. 
I CAME DOWN HERE TO FIND 
M4 LITTLE GIRL, WHO'S BEING 
HELD PRISONER IN ONE OF THE 
ENTRANCES TO THIS UNDER- 
GROUND. AND I WILL LEAVE 
WITH HER. 


THAT ENCIRCLES YOUR 
ISLANO, PERMANENTLY 
HIDDEN BY THE STEAM 
THAT RISES FROM THE 
WARM SEA. SINCE ORACON 
FORBADE YOU FROM 
GOING NEAR THE MIST, 
YOU KNOW NOTHING 
OF IT. = 


I'M THE ONE CHO- 
SEN TO SUCCEED 


HOW 00 YOU KNOW 
THAT? AND WHO ARE 


YOU? IVE NEVER SEEN ff YOUR FIANCE AS 
YOU IN OUR LANO. Yl ARACHNEA'S Fi 


NEXT HUSBAND. 


LEAVE?F!... YOU TUL FINO 
KNOW HOW TO GET AWAY. THERE 
HAS TO BE 


THEN LET ME STAY 
WITH YOU, I BEG 
YOu. 


MFI... 
NO ONE'S EVER 
OONE IT. 


ALL RIGHT — IF 

YOU HELP ME FINO 
M4 DAUGHTER. HERE, 
TAKE THIS SWORD... 
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THIS WAY, TEE: 
QUIcK! Irs THE 
ONLY CLEAR PATH... 


WE WONT MAKE Ir... 
THERE ARE TOO MANY 
OF THEM... 


WE'LL MAKE IT. 
HOLO ON 


TO OBEY AN ORDER, LIKE 
ANTS. THEYRE PROBABLY 
SUPPOSED TO TAKE US 
SOMEWHERE WE'RE 


EXPECTED AND... 


THOSE SPIDERS SEEM 


$0 IT WAS THE ONE DIRECTION 
NOT TO TAKE. 


8 
= 
e 
= 
© 
z 
8 
Rt 
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DAMNED THINGS WANTED US TO GO — 


THOSE THOUSANDS 


OF SPIDERS... HOW. 


YOU WANT TO GO DOWN 
TO THE EMPTY eS 


OREADFUL! WHY OLON'T 
GALLERY? 
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BUT TELL ME, MATKA, 
HOW 00 YOU KNOW 
MY NAME? I NEVER 
TOLO YOU. 


NO, IT'S SUST 
A LAVA FLOW. THIS 


AN UNDERGROUND 
VOLCANO. 


THAT'S WHY THE WATER 
Zz IS SO WARM AROUNO THE 


LAND. THE LAVA SEEPS THROUGH 4 © C= 


VARIOUS CRACKS IN THE GROUND. 
IT HEATS UP THE SEA AND CREATES 
THAT CLOUD OF STEAM YOU CALL 
THE MISTS OF NOTHINGNESS. 


OF COURSE 
YOU 00, 
YOU... 
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WE'RE IN HELL, 
THORGAL! THIS MUST BE 
THE UNDERWORLO! 


WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE. WE MUST 
OuMP. 


OF COURSE IT’S 
POSSIBLE. 


NOTHING LIKE A 
FEW SPIDERS TO 

GIVE YOU WINGS, 
eH? 


HOW CAN YOU JOKE 


ATA TIME LIKE THIS? WO 


ARENT YOU EVER 
AFRAIO? 


OH, YES, I AM, 
CHILD. SUST LIKE 
YOU. BUT WE HAVE TO 
STRIVE TO MASTER 
THAT FEAR IF WE 


WANT TO SURVIVE. 
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WE'LL SEE. AT 
LEAST I DONT 
SEE ANY SPI- 

OERS HERE. 


é % 
<A ‘ 


Sy a 


pS 


Y THERE ARE SEVERAL ENTRANCES 
TO THE LOWER KINGOOM, 

EXITS. THOSE WHO ENTER 

y i. 


M, BUT NO Jet 


IT ARE DOOMED. 
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4ES. THE 
PASSAGE WIDENS 
ANO THERE'S SOME 
SORT OF NET 
THAT... 


SAME AS THE ONE AT 
THE ENTRANCE OF THE 


KINGOOM IN) 
THE TEMPLE OF 
ARACHNEA. 


AN EXIT? I'M NOT AS 
CONVINCED AS YOU ARE. 
IT SEEMS A LITTLE 
TOO EASH TO ME. 


OH, IT WAS PURE 
SELF-INTEREST. 
IOION'T WANT 
TO LOSE YOU. 


ARACHNEA S 
NECROPOLIS! 


IT WAS TRUE, 


THEN. HUNOREDS fj 


OF INNOCENT 


«SACRIFICED 

TO THE APPETITE 
7 — OF AMONSTER § 
FOR A THOUSAND 
> YEARS. 


WY WHAT OOES IT MEAN? ;imaG ANO THAT ORDER WAS THE HEART OF ARACHNEA’S 
, Mim TO BRING YOU WHERE YOU 
Pep eanarrig tas MM WERE NEEDED IN SPITE . LOWER KINGOOM!! 
RIGHT, THORGAL. (AGE on OF YOURSELF... 
We 00 OBEY AN [iA 


WHERE 00 YOU HOPE TO 
GO, PROUD THORGAL?P 
THERE IS NO EXIT. 


YOU ARE STRONG. 
ANO BRAVE. PROBABLY 
THE MOST VALIANT MAN 
EVER TO ENTER OUR UNDER- 
GROUNO WORLO. BUT YOUVE 
REACHED THE END OF =F 
YOUR PATH. 


“Y 


TONIGHT, YOU SHALL BE 
ARACHNEA'S HUSBAND, THORGAL. 
LIKE ALL THOSE WHO CAME 
BEFORE. AND LIKE ALL THOSE 
WHO CAME BEFORE, ONCE 
YOU'VE MATEO WITH HER.. 


FREE HIM! HE 
MAY BE THE ONE 
ARACHNEA HAS: 
BEEN AWAITING 
ALL THESE 
CENTURIES. 


"1 


THE SPIRIT OF ELIOCLE, ri} fa] IT IS SAID THAT WHOEVER FREES 


§) HIM WILL ALSO FREE OUR LANO FROM 


¥ BELOVED OF SHE WHO WAS: 
ONCE SERENA, HAS BEEN TRAPPED 
FOR A THOUSAND YEARS IN 
THIS FLAME-WREATHED URN — 
UNABLE TO MAKE HIS WAY 
TO THE LAND OF THE DEAD 


THE CURSE IT’S BEEN UNDER SINCE 
ORACON COMMITTED HIS CRIME 
TEN CENTURIES AGO. 


ANO FINO REST AT LAST. 


INDEED. FOR IT IS ALSO SAID 
THAT ONLY A PURE HEART WILL 
DEFEAT THE FLAMES. A FEW OF 

THOSE WHO REACHED THIS PLACE 
TRIEO THEIR LUCK. THEY SANK 
SCREAMING INTO THE 

FIERY LAKE. 


WORLD, YOU FOUGHT THE 
GIANTS, YOU CAME BACK 
FROM THE UNDERWORLD... 


TWAS TOLO ABOUT’ 
YOUR OEEDS... 


Sait 


ES 


MM JO MAY BE ABLE 


THY 
wih 
ae 


YOU'RE WRONG, OLD 
WOMAN. I MADE TOO 
MANY MISTAKES, ANO 
I'M GUILTY OF TOO 
MANY CRIMES. I'M NOT 
THE ONE YOU WERE 
EXPECTING. 


TO BRING ABOUT THE 
MIRACLE THAT WILL 


Me) 
6 SAVE US ALL. 
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TT WAS ARACHNEA 
WHO PROTECTED ME. 


YOU TOOK THIS 
SHAPE SO YOU 
WOULON'T SCARE ME, 


BUT I KNEW IT WAS 
aon STORY YOU 


ACHILO... A 


i 


Y 


| 


I KNOW IT'S NOT YOUR 
FAULT. I1’S THE CURSE 
THAT'S FORCING YOU 
TO BE EVIL. AND 
IWANT TO HELP. 


NO, NOT WOLFCUB! LEAVE 
M4 DAUGHTER OUT OF THIS, 
ARACHNEA. I WILL GO AND 
FETCH THE URN. 


YOU'RE BRAVE, 
. BUT WHAT 
WOULO BE THE 
POINT? 


4OU WOULD 03 


ITE IN) THE 
FLAMES, AND YOUR DAUGHTER 
WOULD REMAIN A PRISONER 
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ARACHNEA, DON'T LET HER, 
I 866 YOU. OO WHAT YOU WANT 


| 
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45 


es ‘ i eee 
ea Sr Gi} fb 
we Sd] [ate re My 
=| 44 ‘4 
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AS IF OUR LANO WAS SINKING 
INTO THE LOWER KINGDOM, BUT 
OUR HOUSES REMAINED INTACT. 
THE HIGH STONE WALLS WERE 
ENGULFED, THE MISTS OF NO- 
THINGNESS DISAPPEARED AND 
WE SAW THAT BIG STRETCH 

OF WATER YOU NAME SEA. 


HEY, EVERYONE! OVER HERE! 
SOMETHING'S COMING 
OVER THE WATER... 


OH, SWEETHEART, Ba WE OON'T KNOW. 
WHAT A RELIEF! BUT < WE FOUND YOU THIS 
WHAT HAPPENED? MORNING NEAR THE 
7 TEMPLE OF ARACHNEA, 

WHICH WAS DESTROYED 

BY A CATACLYSM. 


WE 00 NOT KNOW. WE DON'T UNOERSTANO. FRR) 
WHAT BECAME OF HIM. y WHAT DOES THIS ALL FPS 
{i _WE FOUND HIS CLOTHES, MEAN, THORGAL? 4 
BUT THEY CONTAINED ONLY 7 


ALITTLE OUST AND A 
TINY DEAD SPIDER. THAT YOU WILL HAVE TO 
Y CHOOSE A NEW KING OR 
LEADER AMONG YOURSELVE: 
AS YOU DECIDE. THAT YOU 


KINGOON, AND THAT THOSE | ARN 
R) OF YOU WHO WISH TO CAN RNS 


LEAVE 10 EXPLORE 
THE WORLD. y 


I THINK THAT'S WHAT THORGAL 
CALLS A BOAT — AND I SAW 
A WOMAN, THREE CHILOREN AND 
ABIG 006 IN IT. 
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AARICIA, MY LOVE, 
YOU'RE HERE AT LAST. 


WE FOUGHT 
THE STORM FOR 
ar TWO OAUS. I THOUGHT 
WE'O NEVER 


‘ALMOST TWO DAYS. 
WE HAD A TERRIBLE | THAT WHILE WE WERE 
AOVENTURE. I'LL TELL : : STRUGGLING AGAINST THE 
YOU ALL ABOUT Ir. e Y [es " STORM, YOU ANO WOLFCUB 
= y ge| WERE LOUNGING ABOUT ON 
. G _ <I THIS ISLANO PARADISE? 
THE ISLAND'S 
INHABITANTS. YOU'LL 
f\ SEE: THEY'RE VERY HOS- 
PITABLE ANO GROW 
DELICIOUS FRUIT. 


THAT'S ONE WAY OF 
PUTTING IT. WE'RE 
GOING TO STAY 


THEN WE'LL $66. WE 
HAVE NO OBLIGATION 
OF ANY SORT — WERE 

FREE! 
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